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UM PROFESSOR STUDYING SEDIMENTATION OF FLATHEAD LAKE
MISSOULA—
Johnnie Moore, associate professor of geology at the University of
Montana, has received funding for the second year of a research project
on Flathead Lake.

A grant of $46,567, approximately half of the total

funding, was awarded Moore by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency.
Moore is studying the sediments of Flathead Lake in order to determine
what nutrients are in the lake and how they got there.

This

study of the lake's evolution will also chronicle past sedimentation
rates and sources of nutrients, including heavy metals.

Moore hopes to be

able to then tell what is a normal environmental situation for the lake and
what is not.
Major coal mining is being considered in the Cabin Creek area, north of
the Canadian border, near the headwaters ofthe north fork of the Flathead River.
This, in addition to heavy recreational usage, could have an impact on the
'relatively pristine waters of Flathead Lake, according to Moore.
Joining Moore in the study are Graham Thompson, chairman of the UM geology
department, and graduate students Jaswant Jiwan, Barrie Wall and Chris Murray.
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